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sought as such. Sewal de Bovill, for instance, newly
appointed to the Archbishopric of York, wrote in 1256,
asking questions about conflicting jurisdictions and how to
deal with a royal mandate bidding him pay the crusading
tenth on pain of forfeiting his barony.1 Adam replied in
a tone of authority, writing a long digression on the theory
of the bishop's office, advising him to follow the example
of Grosseteste in everything, expressing indirectly his
intense disapproval of the crusading tenth, which at the
time was causing widespread dissatisfaction and dissension.
It seemed to him, he implied, that the spiritual order had
soiled its purity by its alliance with the temporal power; *
and, as he says in another place, to use the patrimony of
Christ for carnal ends was the worst kind of sacrilege,3
But the most interesting of the letters are those which
allude to the conversations he had with Grosseteste and
Simon de Montfort about a c project of reform * in Church
and State.4 These belong to the period 1250-5. Evidently
there was frequent interchange of ideas. Grosseteste wrote
an abbrevation of a c De Principatu Regni et Tyrranidi'
which was sent to Adam Marsh, and returned to him
sealed with the seal of the Earl of Leicester. De Montfort
promised to take in hand the cause of reform, on lines,
as Bemont thinks, quite different from those he worked
on at a later period. Great dangers threatened both him
and Grosseteste, especially from the court. Adam was full
of encouragement and solicitude; Bishop Cantilupe was
apparently privy to the conversations. But the enter-
prise, so suggestive but so elusive, was cut short. When
Simon de Montfort returned to England a few years later,
the chance of combining ecclesiastical and political reform
had passed away. Only one concrete conclusion can be
deduced from the whole set of letters: that Adam Marsh
was intimately in touch with a great politician, with changes
in court policy, and the secret movements of political
hopes and schemes.
Through the letters of Adam Marsh and Grosseteste we
1	Adam Marsh, Letters in Mowmenta Franciscana, i. 440.
2	Ibid., pp. 477 seq.	• 3 Ibid., p. 475,
4 See Bemont, Simon de Montfort (trans. Jacob), pp. 44-8,

